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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion    : Morning Service 
Theme    : Being Enriched by Him in All Gifts 
Venue    : Lighthouse BBC Tatalon 
Date    : April 7, 2019 
 
TITLE    : HAVING THE MIND OF CHRIST 
Text/s    :   
 
1 Cor 2:16 
16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
Ps 100 
1 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
2 Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing. 
3 Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, 
and the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his 
name. 
5 For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations. 
KJV 
 
Rom 7:18-25 
18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but 
how to perform that which is good I find not. 
19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do. 
20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me. 
22 For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: 
23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity 
to the law of sin which is in my members. 
24 O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 
25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with 
the flesh the law of sin. 
KJV 
 
Song/s    :  
 
Other references  :  
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
1 Cor 2:16 
16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. 
KJV 
 
Rom 11:34 
34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
KJV 
 
Rom 7:25 
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25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with 
the flesh the law of sin. 
KJV 
 
What really is God’s purpose for calling His people?  Look at Ps 100.  He made for Himself a people.  It 
started with the nation of Israel.  Now us as His Ekklesia. 
 
Note:   
The government is a body of people set to serve.  It’s purpose is to serve the people.  It is empowered 
to serve.  Candidates offer themselves to serve.  When they win, they are given power.  But what is 
given to them is power to serve.  Each one of them should then have the mind to serve. 
 
 
When God called Israel out of Egypt, what was His purpose? 
 

Ex 7:16 
16 And thou shalt say unto him, The Lord God of the Hebrews hath sent me unto thee, saying, Let my 
people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness: and, behold, hitherto thou wouldest not hear. 
KJV 
 
Ex 9:1 
9 Then the Lord said unto Moses, Go in unto Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus saith the Lord God of the 
Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 
KJV 
 
Ex 9:13 
13 And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and stand before Pharaoh, and say unto 
him, Thus saith the Lord God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 
KJV 
 
Ex 10:3 
3 And Moses and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord God of the 
Hebrews, How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself before me? let my people go, that they may serve 
me. 
KJV 

 
Deut 6:10-13 
10 And it shall be, when the Lord thy God shall have brought thee into the land which he sware unto thy 
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities, which thou buildedst 
not, 
11 And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not, and wells digged, which thou diggedst not, 
vineyards and olive trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have eaten and be full; 
12 Then beware lest thou forget the Lord, which brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the 
house of bondage. 
13 Thou shalt fear the Lord thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name. 
KJV 

 
 
When the Lord Jesus came, what did He do?  He ministered.  He served. 
 

Matt 20:28 
28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many. 
KJV 
 
Matt 20:28 
28 Just as the Son of Man came not to be waited on but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for 
many [the price paid to set them free].  
AMP 
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And He told the disciples,  
 

Matt 20:26 
26 But it shall not be so among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; 
KJV 

 
Matt 6:24-33 
24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will 
hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 
25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor 
yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 
26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your 
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 
27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 
28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, 
neither do they spin: 
29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the 
oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 
31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall 
we be clothed? 
32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need 
of all these things. 
33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto 
you. 
KJV 

 
 
When Christ was tempted by the devil, what did He tell him? 
 

Matt 4:8-10 
8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of 
the world, and the glory of them; 
9 And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 
10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve. 
KJV 

 
 
And Christ enjoins everyone: 
 

Matt 11:28-30 
28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls. 
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 
KJV 

 
 
When God called Paul, what was the purpose of his calling?  He declares in  
 

Acts 27:23 
23 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 
KJV 
 
Rom 1:1 
1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 
KJV 
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Phil 2:20-22 
 
20 For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state. 
 
21 For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's. 
 
22 But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel. 
KJV 

 
 
What do we see in the early New Testament Churches? 
 
1 Thess 1:6-10 
6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of 
the Holy Ghost: 
7 So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 
8 For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place 
your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any thing. 
9 For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God; 
10 And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from 
the wrath to come. 
KJV 
 
Col 3:24 
 
24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. 
 
 
KJV 
 
 
And what do we see in Hebrews? 
 
Heb 12:28-29 
28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve 
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 
29 For our God is a consuming fire. 
KJV 
 
 

Evidently, we are made to be His people, His Ekklesia, His church, so that we may be given 
grace, sufficient grace, enriching grace, empowering grace so we, as His people, may serve 
Him! 
 
 
Gal 5:17-26 
17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to 
the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 
18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, 
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also 
told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 
24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 
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26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. 
KJV 
 
 
But our problem is we do not have the mind to serve!  What kind of mind do we have? 
 
 
 
BODY 
 
The mind of the natural man is “a reprobate mind” (Romans 1:28), a “carnal mind” (Romans 8:7), and a 
“defiled” mind (Titus 1:15), characterized by a daily walk “in the vanity of their mind, Having the 
understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because 
of the blindness of their heart” (Ephesians 4:17-18). 
 
Outside of Christ, we have a  
 
A) The natural mind (someone outside of Christ) has 

 

• Reprobate mind 
 
Rom 1:28 
28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 
KJV 
 
Rom 1:28 
28 And so, since they did not see fit to acknowledge God or approve of Him or consider Him worth 
the knowing, God gave them over to a base and condemned mind to do things not proper or decent 
but loathsome,  
AMP 
 
Rom 1:28 
28 In other words, since they have not considered God worth knowing, God has given them up to 
worthless ways of thinking; so that they do improper things.  
CJB 
 

• Carnal mind 
 
Rom 8:5-7 
5 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit 
the things of the Spirit. 
6 For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be. 
KJV 
 
Rom 8:7 
7 [That is] because the mind of the flesh [with its carnal thoughts and purposes] is hostile to God, 
for it does not submit itself to God's Law; indeed it cannot.  
AMP 
 
Rom 8:7 
7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, 
it cannot.  
ESV 
 

• Defiled mind 
 
Titus 1:15 
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15 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; 
but even their mind and conscience is defiled. 
KJV 
 
Titus 1:15 
15 To the pure [in heart and conscience] all things are pure, but to the defiled and corrupt and 
unbelieving nothing is pure; their very minds and consciences are defiled and polluted.  
AMP 
 
Eph 4:17-19 
17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, 
in the vanity of their mind, 
18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance 
that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 
19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness 
with greediness. 
KJV 
 

• And we are warned against those who serve not Christ… 
 
Rom 16:17-18 
17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the 
doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. 
18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words 
and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple. 
KJV 
 
Phil 3:17-19 
17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an 
ensample. 
18 (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are 
the enemies of the cross of Christ: 
19 Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind 
earthly things.) 
KJV 

 
 

B) In Christ we are given a new mind. 
 
Rom 12:1-2 
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 
KJV 
 
Rom 12:2 
2 Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial 
customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its 
new attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].  
AMP 
 
Eph 4:23-24 
23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 
KJV 
 
Col 3:10-16 
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10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created 
him: 
11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond 
nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 
12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, longsuffering; 
13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as 
Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 
14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. 
15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye 
thankful. 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 
KJV 
 
 

C) We are exhorted as a people of God to have the mind of Christ 
 
Phil 2:5-8 
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of men: 
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. 
KJV 
 

• A mind that is all about service 
 
Phil 2:5-8 
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men: 
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross. 
KJV 
 

• A mind that goes against all contradiction 
 
Heb 12:3 
3 For consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied 
and faint in your minds. 
KJV 
 

•  A mind ready to be taught to serve 
     
Acts 17:11 
11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 
KJV 
 
Acts 20:19 
19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell 
me by the lying in wait of the Jews: 
KJV 

 
 

D) The purpose of this is, as what Paul says…  
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1 Cor 2:16 
16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ. 
KJV 
 
Rom 11:34 
34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
KJV 
 
Rom 7:25 
25 I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but 
with the flesh the law of sin. 
KJV 
 
Heb 12:28-29 
28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve 
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 
29 For our God is a consuming fire. 
KJV 

 
Acts 27:23 
23 For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, 
KJV 

 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
 


